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loading, stowage, custody, care, or proper delivery of property committed 
to his care. The author sees in this a corresponding extension of the. 
immediate control of the master over the goods and hence in line with 
his main argument. 

As is well known, the act is fundamentally different from the law of 
his own country, where the freedom of contract has not been limited, but 
there is discernible a tendency to legislate there and elsewhere along 
similar lines (see Eeport of Proceedings of International Law Association,, 
Christiania Meeting, 1905, p. 183) . 

Arthur K. Kuhn. 

Modern Constitutions. By Walter Pairleigh Dodd. Chicago: Univer- 
sity of Chicago Press. 1909. 2 vols. pp. 351, 334. Price, 
$5.42, pp. 

"A collection of the fundamental laws of twenty-two of the most 
important countries of the world," has just appeared, edited with his- 
torical and bibliographical notes by Mr. Walter P. Dodd. Important in 
constitutional law as are the various documents here printed in trans- 
lated form with the historical and critical notes necessary to their under- 
standing, they are nevertheless important in international law, because 
the conduct of foreign affairs depends in no small measure upon the 
internal and constitutional machinery, and in many cases the rights 
assured and guaranteed to the foreigner are measured by the constitution 
and administered in accordance with its provisions by courts of justice 
or appropriate organs. A foreign nation may be presumed to contract 
with full knowledge of the constitutional provisions of the state with 
which it enters into relations, but as international law stops at the thres- 
hold and international organization can not well be considered by the 
foreign country, the importance of a correct and thorough understanding 
of the constitution and laws of any nation is fundamental because it 
enables treaties and conventions and informal agreements to be drawn 
in such a form as to secure their execution without raising embarrassing- 
constitutional questions. 

Mr. Dodd prints the constitutions of the following states : Argentine, 
Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Denmark, Prance, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Eussia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, United States. In addition he includes the Con- 
stitutional Act of the Commonwealth of Australia, the British North 
American Act of 1867, and the subsequent legislation which federated' 
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Canada. Tne student is thus enabled to study not merely the constitutions 
of independent political unities, recognized as the persons of international 
law, but to trace the gradual and necessary steps by which self-governing 
■communities assume constitutional and it may be international standing. 
In the same way the Austrian and the Hungarian constitutions, as well 
as the Austria-Hungarian law concerning internal and international 
affairs are set forth. 

To each constitution Mr. Dodd prefixes a brief but adequate historical 
introduction, and follows it with a select bibliography of the leading 
works dealing with the constitutional law of each of the countries repre- 
sented. Mr. Dodd has examined personally the literature and where 
he has been unable to examine the works cited he indicates, as in the case 
of Mexico (p. 39), that they " have not been examined by the editor but 
they are referred to in high terms " by competent authority. Where 
necessary to a correct understanding of the text Mr. Dodd has added a 
note and furnished cross-references. 

An index at the end of the second volume places the contents of the 
work at the disposal of the reader and student, and even a casual 
examination of the index shows the importance of the work to the student 
of international law. It is to be hoped that the success of the work will 
encourage Mr. Dodd to prepare companion volumes including the con- 
stitutions of the countries not represented in the present collection. 

Jambs Brown Scott. 

Effects of War on Property. By Alma Latin, M. A., LL. D. With a 
note on belligerent rights at sea by John Westlake, K. C, LL. D., 
D. C. L. London : Macmillan and Co. 1909. pp. 153. $1.50 net. 

The present volume, consisting of 143 pages with a note on belligerent 
rights at sea by Westlake (pages 145-153), is a careful and thoughtful 
examination of the effects of war on property whether it be real, personal, 
mixed ; whether it belong to the enemy or be neutral ; whether it be sit- 
uated upon land or upon the high seas. The view-point of the author is 
that of Anglo-American jurisprudence. He rejects the theory announced 
by Rousseau, applied by Portalis, and supported by an array of recent 
authority, that war is solely a relation between states, preferring the 
older doctrine that enemy character of the subjects is determined by the 
action of the state. 

Mr. Latifi likewise rejects the theory of nationality which is advanced 
by the continent as the test of enemy character and prefers the time- 



